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of Eight. Between Lingen and Sumatra are the Streighls of Drions, where
generally Ships pass that go from Malacca to Batavia.

On the Sumatra Shore there are no Places of Commerce, till we come
to the South Entrance of Andtaghira River, and there lies Pattapan, a
Town belonging to the Dominions of Johore, that affords Pepper and
Gold. Off the Mouth of that River about ten Leagues ly the two Islands
of Canmon, and between them and the Sumatra Shore, are the Streights
of Labon Upon the East Side of the great Canmon, is the Entrance of the
Streights of Drions; and between the small Canmon and Tanjong-bellong
on the Continent, is the Entrance of the Streights of Simapme before
mentioned, and also into the Streights ofGovetnadore, the largest and easiest
Passage into the China Seas There are many Islands lying thick hereabout,
all under the Dominions of Johore

The Dutch have also a Factory on the River of Andiaghim, called Siack,
but of no great Moment. It is so unhealthful, that incorrigible Sots,
and other Lumber of the active World, are sent thither to expiate their
Offences against Nature, and very seldom any return back to give an
Account of the Salubrity of the Countiy. The Reason may be, that yearly
there are vast Numbers of Fish called Shades, about the Bigness of a large
Haddock, full of Bones, and Rows about one third of their own Magnitude,
which come into that River to spawn, and great Numbers of People
resort thither in that Season to catch them, for the sake of their Rows,
and throw away the rest of the Fish, which so corrupts the Air, that few
can hold out one Year, but are relieved every six Months, except those
who are sent for Sacrifices to Pluto.

The Dutch have another Factory right opposite to Malacca, on the Side
of a large River, called Bankalis. Whether that be a Branch of Andraghira
River I know not, but I believe it is. The Company vends a great Deal
of Cloth and Ophium there, and brings Gold-dust in Return. That
beneficial Trade was not known to the Dutch before 1685. that one Mr.
Lucas, a Factor in the Company's Service at Malacca, was advised by a
Malaya to send some Surat Baftaes dyed blue, and some Berams dyed red,
which are both coarse Cotton Cloth much worn in that Country; and
Ophium is as much in Request there, as Tea is with us. In 10 Years
that he kept that Trade wholly to himself, tho" in other Mens Names, he
got an Estate of 10 or 12 Tuns of Gold, or about 100000 Pounds English,
and then revealed the Secret to the Company, who took that Trade
altogether into their own Hands.

There are prodigious Numbers of wild Swine about Bankalis, and, in
the Months of December and January, their Flesh is very sweet and fat.